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Session Objectives 

 Identify one strategy to reimburse 
domestic violence screening under 
provisions of the Affordable Care Act 

 Discuss challenges associated with 
implementing the screening and 
payment  

 Describe training resources available to 
public health professionals to help them 
address domestic violence  in clinic 
settings 

 

 



The Landscape 



Two converging opportunities… 

ACA 
Project 

Connect 



 Participation resulted in these accomplishments: 

 1,100 public health providers trained  

 10 community clinics prepared in Project Connect 

model with a potential  reach of 70,000 patients 

 Strengthened partnerships between DV & SA 

Coalitions  and state public health programs 

 Embedded screening and universal education in 

Title V, Title X and teen pregnancy prevention 
programs 

 Amended Iowa’s Title V Administrative manual 

include IPV and RC screening as a 
recommended practice 





  

 Domestic Violence screening was included in 

the ACA provisions for routine preventive 

care 

 IDPH made the case to the Iowa Medicaid 

program to include DV screening in its 

package of services 

 The Children’s Medicaid director invited input 

on screening tools (2012) 

 IDPH Project Connect staff conducted 

research on evidence-based tools 



    

 

 Spring 2013 -  

      Abuse Assessment Screen selected 

        

 Fall 2013 – Initial training for Title V                                                                                              

Providers offered 

 

 Jan 2014 – Billing (CPT Code 99420)                                                                      

available in Children’s Medicaid 

 

 Apr 2014 – Additional training                                                                                              
offered 



Those covered: 

Mothers or caregivers of Medicaid 

enrolled children seen at child health 

appointments 

 

 Adolescents in dating relationships seen 

in child or maternal health appointments 

 

 Pregnant women in the maternal health 

program 

 



The Path Traveled 







Resources available free 

from IDPH 



Survey of Domestic Violence 

Screening in Public Health 

Clinics/Programs - February 2015 

 



Does your clinic have a 

policy on DV screening? 



Have you done training for 

clinic staff?  



Who are you screening & how 

frequently are you doing it? 



Are you billing for doing the 

screening? 



Reasons for not billing… 

 Since we typically do not do these 

screenings independently, we cannot bill 

for them if done with a direct service  

We provide the screening under 

“psychosocial services” code 

Medicaid will not pay for maternal clients 

if a prenatal risk assessment is provided 

on the same day. 

 Typically this screen is completed as part 

of the H0046 time  



Are you using any of the following 

education/safety cards developed 

by Futures: 



Do you have a formal referral 

process w/DV or SV advocates? 



Looking Ahead… 



Additional areas of training 

needed: 



Other comments 

 “We are concerned about patient privacy. Our 

clinical spaces are often fairly open and we have 
some discomfort about providing high-quality 

care that is most helpful to our clientele.”  

 

 “We are not trained in screening, but we do ask 

and assess the patient for DV. We do 

communicate with our local DV advocates and 

personnel.“ 

 

 “We are always very aware of this very important 

issue with all ages etc. This is truly a major concern 
in our area....” 

 

 



Challenges and opportunities 

 Just because we change a policy, 

doesn’t mean the work is done 

 Need to provide guidance on billing for 

DV screening 

Ongoing TA for QA/QI 

 Better promotion of resources 

 Increased engagement of DV/SV 

advocacy programs 
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