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Identifying DV in a Pediatric Emergency Room 
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Why Screen? 

 Gives more opportunity to disclose 

 High association between child abuse and 
Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) 

 Sends message to families that violence is 
a health concern; providers’ care 

 Early detection offers intervention options 

Screening Question 
  

 

Response To Question 

 

Discharge referrals 

 
 

 

 

Home Safety Process in the ED 

 

 

Challenge 

 Lack of privacy 

 Abuser may be present 

 Child’s presence, especially if older than 3 
 

 

Project recommendations 

 Improve privacy for family during 
screening question 

 Change screening question to: “Do you 
feel safe in your current relationship?” 

 Consider asking adding an additional 
screening question:  “Is there a partner 
from a previous relationship who is 
making you feel unsafe now?” 
 

Overall Medical Center Data 

Feb 2011 to Jan 2012   

Number of DV incidents reported on the PFRA form 52 

Number of DV incidents reported on CASPERs 97 

Number of CPS reports from the entire medical center 837 

 

Overall ED Data Feb. 2011- Jan. 2010 

Total ER Visits 36,200 

Total CPS Reports (includes all child abuse and neglect 
concerns, not only IPV related) 

478 

 

Data for Positive Safety Screening Feb. 2011- Jan. 2010 

Behavioral Health 70% / 558 

Physical Symptoms (reason for ER visit) 23% / 158 

Child Abuse Related (IDC, CPS, NAT) 6% / 51 

IPV Involved 1% / 11 

 

Screening Responses Feb. 2011- Jan. 2010 

Medical Social Work referred 49 

CPS Involved 46 

LE Involved 25 

DV Advocate referred 1 

 


